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o) At the end of Parshas Beraishis, the Torah notes the birth

of a son to Lemech. He was prophetically named Noach with the
hope and prayer that this one will bring us rest from our work and
from the toil of our hands, from the earth which Hashem h‘f“
cursed (5:9). Rashi explains that since the time of Adam’s sin
there had been a terrible curse on the earth that when a person
planted wheat, thorns and thistles grew. In Noach's time, this
millennium-long curse began to abate.

‘Q Additionally, Noach was a great inventor who created the

first basic tools to ease the backbreaking labor of farm-work.
According to the Midrash Tanchuma (11) he invented the plow to
‘seed the earth, the scythe to cut wheat and the ax to fell trees. As
amazing as it may seem, until then, all such work was done ]:-y
hand! Imagine the agony and frustration of plowing a field with
one's fingers! Or harvesting a meadow of wheat one stalk at a time,
or the almost impossible task of knocking down trees without an

ax! These basic tools were absolutely revolutionary in the times of

Noach, and brought about a radical improvement in the task of

eam daily bread.
e e

Q) People noticed that they had free time at the completion of

their farming chores and the land was producing a bounty as well.
Now there was time to do something else besides the endless
drudgery of trying to wrest away "ah shtikel broit" from the
unyielding earth. How would the surplus time be utilized? Would

mankind use it to contemplate spiritual matters? To study or to
read to improve and elevate their lives?

&) The sad answer to this question is no. The earth became
corrupt before Hashem and was filled with robbery (6:9). Crime
and violence became rampant. Society degenerated at a shocking
pace and the worst forms of immorality took hold. There was an
epidemic of absolute wickedness that the world had not seen in the
more than fifteen centuries of its existence. Although Hashem
patiently gave mankind a chance to do teshuvah, (Noach spent
120 years building an ark as a warning of what was coming,)
nothing changed and mankind was deluged and wiped out in the
Great Flood.

&) The mishnah in Kesubos (59b) delineates the different
household responsibilities that a wife has. But if the husband is
wealthy and gives her domestic help to get these chores done, she
doesn't have to do them herself. Yet, even if he gives her a
hundred servants, she is still required to do certain tasks herself.
The reason for this is that boredom brings on mental instability
and a desire for immorality. When a person has nothing with what
to fill his time, he gets into trouble...

'P) The Talmud Sanhedrin (108b) says, "The generation of the
Great Flood came to haughtiness because of the success that
Hashem gave them." The easier Hashem made their lives, the

more wicked they became, - They now had time to be jealous of
their neighbors' success. This brought about feelings of resentment



and hatred of their richer neighbors, bringing robbery, murder and

immorality in its wake, and the eventual destruction of the world.

Many people describe our generation as a "Dor HaMabul,"

@
?

equivalent to the generation of the Great Flood.. But s_aj,ring that .is
an insult to the Dor HaMabul because their sins pale in
comparison to the rampant immorality of our times, lF is important
to note, however, that the underlying causes of twentieth century's

steep decline in decency and ethical conduct are very similar to

those of the Dor HaMabul.
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